
  
 

 

 

AQAS Principles for the Selection of Experts 

 

Introduction 

AQAS follows the “Principles for the Selection of Experts” on which the European Consortium for 

Accreditation (ECA) has agreed upon. Our agency is convinced of the importance of agreed 

procedures and principles for the selection of experts and the composition of expert panels to 

create trust between all stakeholders involved in the accreditation procedure. AQAS is committed 

to a high level of transparency.  

 

The principles concerning the accreditation procedure are the following 

 Any decision regarding the experts is based on the policies, procedures and criteria of the 

accreditation agency or on relevant national regulations. 

 Applicants undergoing accreditation are asked to send a profile of the qualification of the 

experts, e.g. referring to fields of study, experience with distance learning. The Accreditation 

Commission decides about the qualification profile in order to ensure that it is adequate and 

to exclude discrimination.  

 The final composition of the panel of experts is confirmed by the Accreditation Commission. 

Applicants undergoing accreditation may raise qualified objections regarding the selection of 

panel members. 

 Panel members must be independent and in a position to make unbiased judgments. Any 

possible conflict of interest must be disclosed. 

 Panel members must treat all documents and findings as strictly confidential. 

 Panel members are briefed adequately by the accreditation agency on the context within 

which they are operating (e.g. national legislative environment, criteria, procedures and 

guidelines). 

 Based on the recommendations by the panel of experts, the final decision lies with the 

Accreditation Commission. 

 

Composition of the panel of experts 

The number of experts varies depending on the number of programmes which are reviewed. Each 

panel of experts is composed of members of higher education institutions, a representative from 

the labour market and a student representative. Gender balance is taken into consideration. If 

AQAS accredits abroad, representatives with the same or similar cultural background and 

knowledge of the local higher education system are included in the panel of experts.  

The panel of experts should include the following expertise appropriate to the objectives of the 

accreditation procedure: 
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Panels for Institutional Accreditation: 

 experience in quality assurance in higher education 

 expertise in institutional governance and management 

 leadership experience in research/academic management 

 relevant international experience that provides a basis for making international comparisons 

 expertise in the development, design, provision and evaluation of programmes 

 knowledge of the country-specific system of higher education, institutions and applicable 

legislation. 

 

Panels for Programme Accreditation: 

 appropriate scientific qualifications and research experience in the relevant discipline 

 knowledge on teaching and learning methods 

 expertise in the development, design, provision and evaluation of programmes 

 knowledge of the professional field 

 student experience based on studies in the relevant area  

 knowledge of the country-specific system of higher education, institutions and applicable 

legislation. 

 

Disqualifying factors for experts: 

 they had been awarded a doctorate or the qualification of university lecturer by the 

institution undergoing accreditation in the last five years, 

 they lectured at the institution undergoing accreditation in the last two years, 

 they applied for a post at the respective institution in the last two years, 

 they are related to a member of the faculty of the respective institution  (family member or 

other close relationships), 

 they have joint publications with a member of the faculty of the respective institution in the 

last five years, 

 they worked in a consultancy or similar capacity for the institution with reference to the 

subject of the accreditation procedure.  


